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and Wageningen Food System Transition Group 

Email: c.bene@cgiar.org  
    

C H R I S T O P H E  B É N É  
 

AREAS OF EXPERTISE  
■  Research and advisory experience: 20+ years of experience conducting/directing interdisciplinary 
research and advisory work on poverty alleviation, food security, and human development in LMICs, 
initially through governance and science-policy interface of natural resources management; more 
recently through analysis of resilience and food systems, looking in particular at the sustainability and 
political economy of their transformation  ■  Additional interests in environmental and natural resource 
economics  ■  Expertise in quantitative, qualitative and mixed research design and methodologies; 
vulnerability and resilience measurement and analysis; policy (discourse) analysis; impact evaluation of 
policy and institutional changes  ■  Field experience in sub-Sahara Africa, South and Southeast Asia, 
Caribbean, and Pacific.  

■  Publication: (Google Scholar) 26,900+ citation-counts; H-index: 76 ; first-author H-index: 56 — Listed 
in the top 0.1 percent of the world’s most cited scientists in 2022, 2023 2024 and 2025 by Web of Science 
in the domain of cross-field research  ■  1st most cited author in World Development in 2019 and in Food 
security in 2020  ■  2nd most cited paper in World Development in 2016  ■  1st most cited paper in 
Development Policy Review in 2005 and 2010, in Journal of International Development in 2014, and in 
Food Security in 2015  ■  1st most cited author in IDS Working Papers (Lifetime) — 2nd most cited author 
in Food Security (Lifetime). 

 

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 

2015 - present Principal Scientist & Senior Policy Advisor – International Center for Tropical Agriculture 
(Cali – Colombia) – on secondment to the Food System Transition group, Wageningen 
University, The Netherlands (2022-present). 

2010 - 2015 Senior Research Fellow – Vulnerability and Poverty Reduction team – Institute of 
Development Studies, University of Sussex, Brighton, UK. 

2006 – 2010 Senior Scientist - Policy, Economics and Social Sciences, WorldFish Center (member of 
the CGIAR) Penang, Malaysia.  

2003 – 2006 Portfolio Director Water and Fisheries resources - WorldFish Center, Regional Offices 
for Africa and West Asia, Cairo - Egypt. 

1999  - 2003 Research Fellow - Centre for the Economics and Management of Aquatic Resources, 
Department of Economics, University of Portsmouth - UK 

1997 - 1998 Adjunct Lecturer – SFS Center for Marine Resource Studies, Turks and Caicos Islands, 
British West Indies. US abroad undergraduate program accredited by the Boston 
University. 

1992 -1994 Research Associate - French Institute of Research for the Exploitation of the Sea 
(IFREMER), Overseas Laboratory of Cayenne, French Guyana - South America. 

 

RESEARCH, PROJECT COORDINATION, EVALUATION 

Jan 2026 – present 
Leader of the project “Policy Sprint Labs as a pathway to enhance evidence-driven policies on 
food-system informal micro and small enterprises”, with field work in Ethiopia and Kenya. 
Project funded by FCDO (UK£ 355K). 

Jan 2025 – present Lead of the Workpackage “Politics and governance of food systems transformation” as part of 
the Better Diets and Nutrition (BDN) Science program of the CGIAR, with field work in Philippines 
(US$ 210K per year).  
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Jan – Nov 2025 Member of the Editorial Board of the Resilience Science Must-Knows Initiative funded by 
Stockholm Resilience Centre, Global Resilience Partnership, and Future Earth.  

Jan 20205 - Present 
Member of the Technical Advisory Committee of the Program “Enhancing Marine 
Environmental Governance in Indonesia and the Philippines” (EMERGE) funded by ACIAR and led 
by the University of Technology Sydney with specific responsibility to provide technical advice 
on the content and protocol for the implementation of the socio-economic household surveys. 

March 2025-present 
Member of the Food & Power Initiative (FPI) Advisory Committee, an inter-disciplinary group 
providing strategic guidance to the Coordination Team of the FPI, a UNDP global programme 
aiming to support countries and stakeholders to better understand, navigate and address the 
power dynamics of food systems transformation 

Jan 2025 - present Member of the Multi-stakeholder Advisory Committee (MAC) of the One Planet Network’s 
Sustainable Food Systems (SFS) Programme, a multi-actor partnership focused on catalyzing 
urgent transformation towards sustainable food systems, co-led by the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Livestock of Costa Rica, the Federal Office of Agriculture of Switzerland (FOAG), and the 
World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF). 

April – Oct 2025 Lead the development of a “White paper on linking food systems, climate, biodiversity, nutrition, 
and equity agendas: emerging lessons from country experiences” commissioned by FAO co-
chairing the Working Group (WG) on Support to Implementation of National Pathways from the 
One Planet Network Sustainable Food Systems Programme. 

Jul-Nov 2024 Member of the Advisory Committee of the Global Center on Adaptation (GCA) Resilient 
Economies Index (Africa Focus). The Initiative aimed to assess the resilience of African countries’ 
economies by considering economic, policy and financial dimensions. 

June 2024 - present Member of the CSIRO-Nature Sustainability International Expert Panel on Overcoming 
Resistance to Transformation, aiming to identify and synthesize patterns and underlying 
mechanisms of resistance and transition across societal systems -focusing on agri-food systems. 

2024 – 2025 Member of the Food System Resilience Measurement Working Group (FSRM-WG) - part of the 
Coordination Platform for Food System Resilience, and appointed by the Global Network Against 
Food Crises (funded by the European Commission, FAO and WFP) to develop a common 
analytical framework and guidelines for resilience measurement of food system in the context 
of fragile states. 

Jan 2022 – Dec 2024 Leader of the Workpackage ‘Governance and political economy of food system transformation’ 
of the ‘Sustainable and Healthy Diet through Food system Transformation’ Initiative (SHiFT), with 
fieldwork and partners in Bangladesh, Ethiopia, and Vietnam, and funded by CGIAR (US$ 0.8M 
per year). 

June 2022 – Aug. 2024 Member of the Technical Advisory Group (TAG) on agrifood systems transformation leading to 
the preparation of the FAO methodological guidance on ecosystem restoration and sustainable 
agrifood systems through a systems approach. 

June 2021 – May 2025 Co-leader of the Project “People-centered Food Systems: Fostering Human Rights-based 
Approaches” funded by the Global Programme Food Security of the Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation (SDC), with fieldwork in Cambodia, Ethiopia, Honduras and 
Uganda (US$ 1.65M). 

Sept 2021-March 2022 Member of the International Initiative for Impact Evaluation (3ie) Resilience External Advisory 
Group. Advice on key decisions regarding the scope of the Evidence gap map (EGM) to be 
produce by 3ie, including refining the scope and definitions of key concepts. 

May 2021 – April 2023 Co-leader of the Project “Measuring Food Consumed away from Home in a rapidly transitioning 
World” funded by the program Innovative Methods and Metrics for Agriculture and Nutrition 
Actions (IMMANA) with fieldwork in Burkina Faso and Vietnam (UK£ 250K). 

June 2020 – June 2022 Co-leader of the project “Assessing local food systems’ resilience in conflict-affected areas” 
funded under the ‘CGIAR-French Institutions cooperation’ initiative with WFP, CIRAD and INRAe 
as partners and fieldwork in Burkina Faso (€ 220K).  

Jan 2021 – June 2021 Leader of the project ‘Problem framing, political economy of knowledge and science narratives 
around food system transformation’ as part of the Montpellier Advanced Knowledge Institute 
on Transitions (MAK’IT) initiative. 
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Jan 2020 – Dec 2021 Co-leader of the project “Sustainable Food System Country Profiles for Low- and Middle-Income 
regions” funded by the Swiss Federal Office for Agriculture with field-testing in Bangladesh, 
Ethiopia and Honduras (US$ 1,05M). 

Jan 2020- Dec 2021 Scientific coordinator of the Policy Institution and Market small grant on ‘Food system 
Transformation – Beyond the political economy of Protein Transition’ with collaborators in 
Wageningen University and the Centre for Food Policy - City, University of London.  

Oct 2019 – March 2020 
Team leader of the ITAD evaluation team commissioned by DFID to conduct the Endline of the 
US$50 million Sahel Adaptive Social Protection Program implemented by the World Bank in West 
Africa: Senegal, Mauritania, Burkina Faso, Mali, Chad, Niger (£150,000). 

2017 - 2021 
Co-leader of the Cluster of Activities “Policy process analysis and policy engagement” of the Food 
System for Healthier Diet flagship programme, funded by the CGIAR under the Agriculture for 
Nutrition and Health programme, with field work in Vietnam, Bangladesh, Nigeria, and Ethiopia 
(circa US$ 750,000 per year). 

2017 – 2021 
Leader / scientific coordinator overviewing CIAT team’s research input in the Food System for 
Healthier Diet flagship programme (US$ 650,000 per year; 20+ full- or part-time senior and junior 
international researchers). 

Jan 2018 – Feb 2019 
Team leader / project coordinator of the CIAT team commissioned by IFAD to implement the 
“Strategic Support on mainstreaming nutrition in IFAD's investments” in Asia and West Africa 
with field work in five countries (Bangladesh, Niger, Nigeria, Burkina Faso, and Vietnam) (US$ 
400,000). 

Aug 2017 – March 2018 Team leader of the impact evaluation of the SUR1M project (Scaling-Up Resilience to Climate 
Extremes for over 1 Million People in the Niger River Basin) in Niger – implemented as part of 
the Evaluation Activity (EA3) led by Itad and funded by UK Government DFID under the BRACED 
programme. 

2016 - 2018 
Senior evaluation expert (subcontracted by TANGO International) to contribute to the 
Resilience Monitoring, Evaluation, Assessment, Strategic Analysis and Capacity Building 
Associate Award (REAL) – including the design and implementation of the mid-term evaluation 
and the recurrent monitoring survey of USAID-funded Resilience in the Sahel-Enhanced (RISE) 
project in Burkina Faso. 

Aug 2015 – March. 2018 Team leader of the ITAD evaluation team commissioned by DFID to conduct the Baseline and 
Mid-term review of the Adaptive Social Protection Program implemented by the World Bank in 
West Africa: Senegal, Mauritania, Burkina Faso, Mali, Chad, Niger (UK£ 500,000). 

Feb. - April 2016 Senior Expert commissioned by USAID to develop the resilience baseline module of the new 
Food for Peace Programme in Bangladesh to be run under the SHOUARDO III, Nobo Jatra and 
SAPLINGS projects (2016-2021). 

Aug. - Dec 2015 Lead researcher of the team appointed by WFP to conduct the ex-post impact evaluation of the 
programme "Enhancing Resilience to Natural Disasters and the Effects of Climate Change (ER)". 

Mar 2014 – Aug. 2015 Team leader commissioned by the FAO to conduct the study 'Social protection and sustainable 
natural resource Management: initial findings and good practices from Small-scale fisheries'. 

Aug. 2014 Member of the evaluation team commissioned to produce the "Strategic Review and 
Reconceptualization of WFP’s Disaster Risk Management and Resilience Portfolio in 
Bangladesh". 

Mar 2013 – Jul. 2014 Project co-leader of the ‘Technical assistance to support UNICEF and the government of Chad to 
develop and implement social protection in Chad – project funded by UNICEF (US$ 287,000). 

June 2013 - April 2014 Team Leader appointed by the High Level Panel of Experts to produce the “Report on the Role 
of Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture for Food Security and Nutrition” for the Committee on 
World Food Security. 

May 2013-Aug 2013 Leading co-author of the chapter 3 ‘Understanding Resilience for Food and Nutrition Security’ 
as part of the 2013 Global Hunger Index: the Challenge of Hunger: Building Resilience to Achieve 
Food and Nutrition Security. Bonn, Washington, DC, and Dublin: Welthungerhilfe, International 
Food Policy Research Institute, and Concern Worldwide. 

June 2013-Feb. 2015 Member of the Resilience Measurement Technical Working Group (RM-TWG) appointed by the 
WFP, FAO and the Food Security Information Network (FSIN) to develop a common analytical 
framework and guidelines for food and nutrition security resilience measurement. 
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Sept 2013  -May 2014 Project leader to the project “Impacts of Climate Change on Food Security and Nutrition in 
Bangladesh” Research Project co-funded by IFAD and WFP, with fieldwork and partners in 
Bangladesh. 

Sep. 2013 – Nov 2014 Lead researcher of the team appointed by the World Food Programme to conduct the study on 
the "Impact of climate-related shocks and stresses on nutrition and food security in rural 
Bangladesh".  

March-April 2013 Member of the expert team commissioned by the UK-DFID to conduct a global scoping 
assessment of “Fisheries and aquaculture and their potential roles in economic growth, food 
security and nutrition: an assessment of the current evidence”. 

Oct 2012 – Dec. 2014 Project leader of “‘Tangled in their own (safety)-nets?’ Resilience, adaptability, and 
transformability of small-scale fishing communities in the face of the World fisheries crisis” - 
research project funded by the UK DFID-ESRC joint scheme programme on Poverty Alleviation, 
with fieldwork and partners in Ghana, Sri Lanka, Vietnam, and Fiji (UK£ 411,000). 

April 2012 – Dec  2014 

 

Leader of the work-package “Assessment methodologies, indicators and framework” as part of 
the Project “Aquaculture for Food Security, Poverty Alleviation and Nutrition” funded by the 
European Union (FP7) (Project Coordinator: Food and Agriculture Organization), with 18 national 
and international partners (€ 1M) 

Jan 2012 – Sept. 2014 Co-leader of “Social protection and climate change adaptation: convergence and 
transformation” - research project (UK£98,000) funded by the Irish Aid as part of the programme 
partnership between IDS and Irish Aid on hunger reduction and climate change adaptation. 

Nov 2012 – Dec 2013 Co-leader of the project “Exploring the potential and limits of the resilience agenda in rapidly 
urbanising contexts” funded as part of the Horizon Scanning initiative by IDS (UK£ 65,000). 

Oct 2012 Member of the expert team commissioned by the OECD to produce the review “Social 
Protection and Climate Change” for the OECD DAC’s Task Team on Social Protection. 

May –Sept 2012 Member of the expert team commissioned to conduct the Strategic assessment of aquaculture 
potential in Haiti. Project funded by the EU-ACP II Programme. 

March – July 2012  

 

Scientific collaborator to the Project “Adaptive Social Protection and Migration” funded by DFID 
(Project Coordinator: Global Studies Group, University of Sussex), with fieldwork and partners in 
Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi and Tanzania.  

2009 – 2012 

 

Scientific collaborator to the Project “Governing Small-scale Fisheries for Wellbeing and 
Resilience: A Canada-WorldFish Center Collaborative Research Program” - funded by the 
Canadian International Development Agency, with partners in Canada and Vietnam. 

Dec 2011 - March. 2012 

 

Member of the expert team commissioned by the UK-DFID to conduct the study “Towards a 
“Climate Smart” TASAF: Scoping Study on Mainstreaming Climate Change into Tanzania Social 
Action Fund Productive Safety Net (TASAF III)”. 

Jan- March 2011 
 

Expert commissioned by the World Bank to organise the international workshop ‘Making Social 
Protection Work for Pro-Poor Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change Adaptation’ (14-17 
March 2011, Addis Ababa) cofounded by the World Bank and UK-DFID 

2010 – 2013 

 

Scientific collaborator to the Project “Co-viability modeling of fisheries and marine biodiversity” 
funded by the French National Research Agency (Project Coordinator: National Centre for 
Scientific Research (CNRS-France) and National Museum of Natural History of Paris, project 
implemented by 5 International Advanced Research Institutes), with case studies in Solomon 
Islands, French Guyana, Australia, and France.  

Jan 2011 – Nov. 2012 Programme leader of “Adaptive Social protection in the context of Agriculture and Food 
security” - research project funded by the UK Department for International Development 
(£463,000). 

June - Oct. 2011 

 

Leader of the IDS team commissioned to conduct the external evaluation of the Wetlands 
Alliance Programme, a US$5.6 million programme operating in Cambodia, Lao PRD, Thailand and 
Vietnam, funded by the Swedish International Development Agency. 

Oct 2009 – March 2010 
 

Leader of the team commissioned by the Word Bank to design the fishery module of the  “Living 
Standards Measurement Study-Integrated Surveys on Agriculture” in Sub-Sahara Africa, with 
pilot surveys in Malawi and Uganda (US$100,000). 
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Jan – Oct 2010 

 

Member of the international expert team commissioned to conduct the collective expertise 
“Which strategy on marine biodiversity” commissioned by the French Institute of Research for 
the Exploitation of the Sea (IFREMER). 

July – Oct 2009 

 

Member of the external expert team commissioned by the UK Government Office for Science 
to produce the Inland Fisheries Assessment for the “UK Foresight initiative on the Future of Food 
– Theme Issue ‘Food security: feeding the world in 2050’”. 

Jan. 2008 – Dec 2009 

 

Project leader of “Participatory diagnosis and adaptive management of fisheries to strengthen 
livelihood resilience and improve water productivity in the Niger River Basin” - research project 
funded by the Challenge Programme on Water and Food (US$500,000), with fieldwork and 
partners in Nigeria, and Mali. 

Jan. 2006 – Sept 2009 

 

Project leader of “Food security and poverty alleviation through improved valuation and 
governance of river fisheries in Africa” - research project funded by BMZ (German Economics 
Cooperation) (€800,000), with fieldwork and partners in Nigeria, Cameroon, Niger, Malawi, 
Zambia, and South Africa. 

2006 - 2008 

 

Scientific collaborator to the Project “Global change, dynamics of exploited marine biodiversity, 
and viability of fisheries” funded by the French National Research Agency (Project Coordinator: 
French Institute for the Exploitation of the Sea, project implemented by 7 European Advanced 
Research Institutes).  

Jan. 2006 – Jul. 2008 

 

Member of the external expert team commissioned to produce the FAO Fisheries Technical 
Report “Towards integrated assessment and advice in small-scale fisheries: principles and 
processes” Department of Fisheries, United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization. 

March 2005 – June 2009 

 

Project leader of “Improved fisheries productivity and management in tropical reservoirs” - 
research project funded by the Challenge Programme on Water and Food (US$1.2m), with 
fieldwork and partners in India, Egypt, and Ghana. 

2005 - 2008 

 

Scientific advisor to the Project “Conceptualisations of poverty in small-scale fisheries research” 
funded by the Norwegian Research Council (Project Coordinator: Ch. Michelsen Institute, Bergen 
Norway, including 2 Advanced Research Institutes and 3 sub-Saharan National Research Centers 
in Zambia, Malawi and South Africa). 

Mar. 2005 - Aug.2006 Invited co-author of the chapter “Inland Fisheries, Aquaculture and water productivity” 
commissioned by the Comprehensive Assessment on Agricultural Water Programme 

2004 - 2006 

 

Scientific collaborator to the Project “Models for sustainable management of biodiversity under 
uncertainty and global dynamics” funded by the French Institute for the Biodiversity (Project 
Coordinator: the International Research Centre for the Environment and Development CIRED), 
project implemented by 6 European Advanced Research Institutes). 

Jan. 2004 – Jul. 2004 

 

Lead expert commissioned to produce the FAO Fisheries Technical Report on “Increasing the 
contribution of small-scale fisheries to poverty alleviation and food security” Department of 
Fisheries, United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization. 

Dec. 2003 –Jan. 2004 

 

Expert commissioned by the Challenge Programme on Water and Food to lead the Review on 
“Governance, co-management and participation in fisheries small-scale in Developing 
Countries”. 

Feb.-April 2004 

 

External expert commissioned by the FAO Advisory Committee on Fisheries Research to write 
the FAO Fisheries Circular “Small-scale fisheries: assessing their contribution to rural livelihoods 
in developing countries”. 

June – July 2003 

 

Member of the expert team commissioned for the “Review of fisheries management 
performance in Developing Countries, with particular reference to issues of policy and 
governance” prepared for the EU-ACP Fish II Programme Feasibility Study Support Unit for 
International Fisheries & Aquatic Research (SIFAR) Department of Fisheries, United Nations Food 
and Agriculture Organization. 

May – Nov. 2003 

 

External expert commissioned by the FAO to write the background paper “Role of small-scale 
fisheries in multiple use of coastal, estuarine and inland waters” for the FAO Advisory Committee 
on Fisheries Research Working Party: Increasing the sustainable contribution of small-scale 
fisheries to food security and poverty alleviation. United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization, Bangkok Nov 11-13, 2003. 
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Feb. – Sept. 2003 

 

Member of the expert panel commissioned by the French Institute for Biodiversity (IFP) to 
elaborate the “Sectoral Strategy on Biodiversity” as part of the “National Research Strategy for 
Sustainable Development Report” for the French Ministry of Economy and Sustainable 
Development and the Ministry of Research and New Technology (document in French). 

Jan. – Feb. 2003 

 

Member of the expert panel commissioned for the “Review of River Fisheries Valuation in West 
and Central Africa Water”, as part of the Ecosystems and Fisheries Review Workshop, Phnom 
Penh, 15-17 February 2003. 

2002 – 2003 

 

Project collaborator of the "Study of the Contribution of Fish Marketing to Livelihoods in the 
Countries of the Lake Chad Basin: Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Niger and Nigeria". 
DFID-FAO Sustainable Fisheries Livelihoods Programme (SFLP) West Africa, United Kingdom 
Department for International Development (DFID) and United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization. 

Jan. – Mar. 2002 

 

Member of the expert panel commissioned by the European Commission (DG-DEV) and SFLP-
FAO for the Background Paper “Major issues affecting the livelihoods of communities dependent 
on fisheries in West-Africa” for the EC Working Group on Fisheries Development Issues.  

April 2002 – Jul. 2003 

 

Project leader of "Policy Research for Sustainable Shrimp Aquaculture in Asia. A Comparative 
Analysis with particular reference to institutional and socio-economic aspects" - research project 
funded by the European Commission INCO-DEV (€840,000), with fieldwork and partners in 
Bangladesh, India, Thailand, and Vietnam. 

Nov. 2001 – Feb. 2002 

 

Member of the FAO/SIFAR/CEMARE expert panel commissioned for the DFID Scoping Study 
"Design of a research Programme on the social and economic value of the aquatic resources of 
the Lower Mekong Basin", United Kingdom Department for International Development.  

Feb. 1999 – Mar. 2002 

 

Project co-leader of "Sustainable development of Africa Continental Fisheries. A regional study 
of policy options and policy formation mechanisms for the Lake Chad Basin" funded by the 
European Commission INCO-DC (€680,000), with fieldwork and partners in Chad, Nigeria and 
Cameroon 

2001 Coordinator and Scientific co-editor of "Small-Scale Fisheries, Poverty and the Code of Conduct 
for Responsible Fisheries", DFID/FAO Sustainable Fisheries Livelihoods Programme (SFLP) West 
Africa, United Kingdom Department for International Development and United Nations Food 
and Agriculture Organization 

Jan. – Mar. 2001 
 

External expert commissioned by the European Commission (DG-Fisheries) to produce the 
Report “Synthesis of use and development of methods for the evaluation of socio-economic 
contributions of fishing activities” as part of the Supportive Measure AXES “Research 
orientations for the development of new tools and models to evaluate the contribution of 
aquaculture and fishing activities to the development of coastal areas and their socio-economic 
interactions with other competing sectors”.  

Dec.1995 - Mar.1996 

 

Member of the expert panel commissioned by the French Ministry of Over-Seas Territories to 
prepared the Report on the “Analysis of the crisis of the French Guyana shrimp fishery”. Project 
CORDET N°93D001 [document in French]  

Jan. - April 1995 

 

Expert commissioned to prepare the report on “Shrimp stocks of the Guyano-Brasilian shelf and 
analysis of the recruitment variability of the shrimp Penaeus subtilis. European Union FEDER 
Contract N°900309004 

 

EDUCATION 
1994-1997  Ph.D. in Environment and Life Sciences University of Paris VI, France – Thesis [in French]: 

"Dynamics and adaptation of a system to ecological and economic disturbances: Analysis 
and dynamic modelling; The French Guyana shrimp fishery case study" (Highest distinction)  

1990-1991  
 

Post-Graduate Diploma in Development Economics School of Development Studies - 
University of East-Anglia Norwich, UK  

1991-1992 M.Sc. in Marine Environmental Sciences, Department of Marine Ecology - University of Aix-
Marseille II – France  

1989-1990 European Exchange Erasmus Certificate in Environmental Sciences School of Environmental 
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Sciences - University of East-Anglia Norwich – UK 

1988-1989 B.Sc. Degree University of Aix-Marseille II – France  
 

PUBLICATIONS  (Google Scholar):  26,900+ citation-counts   -  H-index: 76  -  first author H-index: 56 

Peer-reviewed articles 

116. Béné C., Hernandez R., Trinh H.T., Even B., Hoang K.T. 2026. Consumption of ultra-processed food in emerging 
countries: evidence from a rural - urban gradient in Vietnam Global Food Security in press 

115. Abdulai A.-R. and Béné C. 2025. How To Normatively Transform Food Systems - Propositions of a Holistic 
Framework of Politics. Elements of Sustainability: Science, Policy, Practice, Cambridge University Press, 
https://doi.org 10.1017/9781009509633 

114. Even B., Truong T.T.T., (…)  and Béné C. 2025. Unpacking food environment policy landscapes for healthier diets 
in “emerging” countries: the case of Viet Nam. Frontiers in Public Health https://doi.org 10.3389/fpubh.2025. 
1548956 

113. Conti C. Halls, (…) Béné C. et al. 2025. Top-down vs bottom-up processes: A systematic review clarifying roles 
and patterns of interactions in food system transformation. Global Food Security 44 https://doi.org/10.1016/ 
j.gfs.2025.100833 

112. Schneider, K., Remans, R., (…), Béné C., et al. 2025. Governance and resilience as entry points for transforming 
food systems in the countdown to 2030. Nature Food 6: 105–116 https://www.nature.com/articles/s43016-024-
01109-4 

111. Landais E., Pelloquin R., (…), Béné C. and E.O. Verger. 2024. Assessing food consumed away from home in low-
and middle-income countries by developing specific modules for household surveys: experimental evidence 
from Vietnam and Burkina Faso. PLoSOne 19(12) https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0314786 

110. Even B., Thai T.M.H., Pham T.M.H. and Béné C. 2024. Defining barriers to food systems sustainability: a novel 
conceptual framework Frontiers in Sustainable Food Systems 8 https://doi:10.3389/fsufs.2024.1453999 

109. Roberts C., Béné C., Bennett N., et al. 2024. Rethinking sustainability of marine fisheries for a fast-changing 
planet. npj Ocean Sustainability 3(1) https://www.nature.com/articles/s44183-024-00078-2 

108. Teferi E.T., Assefa T.T. (…) and Béné C. 2024. Bridging the gap: Analysis of systemic barriers to irrigation 
technology supply businesses in Ethiopia. Agricultural Water Management 303 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.agwat 
.2024.109004 

107. Even B., Crawford, (...) and Béné C. 2024. From streets to tables: bottom-up co-creation case studies for healthier 
food environments in Vietnam and Nigeria. Current Development in Nutrition 8(8) https://doi.org 
/10.1016/j.cdnut.2024.104395 

106. Baudish I., Sahlin K.R., Béné C., Oosterveer P., Prins H., and Pereira L. 2024. Power & protein —closing the ‘justice 
gap’ for food system transformation. Environmental Research Letter 19 https://doi.org/10.1088/1748-
9326/ad3d6f 

105. Béné C., Chege C.K., Even B., Hernandez R.A., Lundy M., Prager S.D., and Wiegel J. 2024. Why building 
participatory dashboards is key for sustainable food system transformation. Frontiers in Sustainable Food 
Systems 8 https://doi.org/10.3389/fsufs.2024.1405670 

104. Béné C., and Abdulai A.-R. 2024. Navigating the politics and processes of food systems transformation: guidance 
from a holistic framework. Frontiers in Sustainable Food Systems 8, https://doi.org/10.3389/fsufs.2024.1399024  

103. Kanerva M., Efstathiou S. and Béné C. (2024). Editorial: How to achieve a planetary health diet through system 
and paradigm change? Frontiers in Sustainability 5, https://doi.org/10.3389/frsus.2024.1404141 

102. Béné C., Maitre d’Hôtel E., Pelloquin R., Badaoui O., Garba F., and Sankima J. (2024). Resilience – and collapse – 
of local food systems in conflict affected areas; reflections from Burkina Faso. World Development 176, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2023.106521 

101. Reymondin L., Vantalon T., (…) and Béné C. 2024. Using free Wi‑Fi to assess impact of COVID‑19 pandemic 
on traditional wet markets in Hanoi. Food Security 16: 223–241 https://doi.org/10.1007/s12571-023-01417-w 

100. Schneider, K., Fanzo J., (…), Béné C., et al. 2023. The state of food systems worldwide in the countdown to 2030. 
Nature Food 4: 1090-1110 https://doi.org/10.1038/s43016-023-00885-9  

99. Partelow S., Asif F., Béné C., Bush S. et al. 2023. Aquaculture governance: five engagement arenas for sustainability 
transformation Current Opinion in Environmental Sustainability 65, 101379 

98. Béné C., Frankenberger T., Nelson S., Constas M., Collins G., Langworthy M. and K. Fox. 2023. Food system 
resilience measurement: Principles, framework and caveats. Food Security 15: 1437–1458 https://doi.org/10. 
1007/s12571-023-01407-y 

97. Kawarazuka, N., Mabhaudhi, T., Béné C. et al. 2023. Voices - Inclusive diets within planetary boundaries. One Earth 
6(5): 443-448, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.oneear.2023.05.003 
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96. Béné C., and Lundy M. 2023. Political economy of protein transition: Battles of power, framings and narratives 
around a false wicked problem. Frontiers in Sustainability 4, https://doi: 10.3389/frsus.2023.1098011 

95. Maitre d’Hôtel E., Béné C., Pelloquin R., Badaoui O., Garba F., and Sankima J. 2023. Resilience of food system 
actors to armed conflicts: Empirical insights from Burkina Faso. Food Security 15: 1275–1292, https://doi.org/10. 
1007/s12571-023-01383-3 
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Development 23: 308-313. 
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Decentralization of Natural Resources through the Lenses of Africa Inland Fisheries. World Development 37(12): 
1935-1950. 

28. Béné C., 2009. Are fishers poor or vulnerable? Assessing economic vulnerability in small-scale fishing communities. 
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Sustainability and Development, The Royal Swedish Academy of Agriculture and Forestry, Stockholm, pp.133-
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poverty reduction In Molden D. (ed.) Water for Food, Water for Life Comprehensive Assessment for Agricultural 
Water, Earthscan, London, pp.149-191 
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Béné C. 2005. Contribution of inland fisheries to rural livelihoods and food security in Africa. In Thieme, M.L., Abell, 
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security: foundations for a more resilient food system. Report prepared for the CGIAR COVID-19 Hub Working 
Group 4, CGIAR, 90p. doi.org/10.2499/p15738coll2.134295 

Vermeulen, S., Park T., Khoury C.K., Mockshell J., Béné C., Huong T.T., Heard B., and Wilson B. (2019) Changing diets 
and transforming food systems Working Paper No. 282 CGIAR Research Program on Climate Change, Agriculture 
and Food Security (CCAFS), 58 p. 

Béné C., Cornelius, A., Howland F. 2019. Adaptive Social Protection Independent Evaluation of the World Bank ASP 
programme: Summary Report of the Evaluation of the ASP programme in four countries of the Sahel and Key 
Recommendations for decision-makers 2019. DFID, London https://www.gov.uk/dfid-research-
outputs/adaptive-social-protection-independent-evaluation-of-the-world-bank-asp-programme. 

Melesse M. B., van den Berg M., Béné C., de Brauw A., Brouwer I. D. & Remans R. 2019. Improving Diets through 
Food Systems: Metrics and Methods for Analysis. IFPRI Discussion Paper 1858, International Food Policy 
Research Institute http://orcid.org/0000-0002-5045-8939 

Clare A, Sagynbekova L, Singer G, Béné C. and Rahmanberdi A. (2018) Can subjective resilience indicators predict 
future food security? Evidence from three communities in rural Kyrgyzstan. Centre for Climate Change 
Economics and Policy Working Paper 342/Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change and the Environment 
Working Paper 308. London: London School of Economics and Political Science  

Béné C., Riga, A., Wilson D. 2018. Pathways to resilience: Measuring changes in resilience as a result of the SUR1M 
project in Niger BRACED Knowledge manager: Impact evaluation report, BRACED programme DFID, 47 p.  

Béné, C. 2018. Concept Note: Measuring Resilience across and between Scales and How to Do It. Produced by TANGO 
International as part of the Resilience Evaluation, Analysis and Learning (REAL) Associate Award, 21 p. 

Béné C. 2017. Marine reserves and food security: why we failed so far to build robust evidence. In Westlund, L.; 
Charles, A.; Garcia S.; Sanders, J. (eds). Marine protected areas: Interactions with fishery livelihoods and food 
security. FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Technical Paper No. 603. Rome, FAO; pp.127-149. 

Béné C., Chowdhury F.S., Rashid M., Dhali S.A., Ferdous Jahan F. 2016. Impact evaluation of the WFP "Enhancing 
Resilience to Natural Disasters and the Effects of Climate Change" programme with a specific focus on the 
resilience dimension, Dhaka, The World Food Programme, 42 p. 

Béné C., Frankenberger, T., Langworthy, M., Mueller, M. and Martin, S., 2016. The influence of subjective and psycho-
social factors on people's resilience: conceptual framework and empirical evidence. Report prepared for the 
International Livestock Research Institute and the technical Consortium Building Resilience in the Horn of Africa, 
34 p. 

Béné, C., Devereux, S. & Roelen, K. 2015. Social protection and sustainable natural resource management: initial 
findings and good practices from small-scale fisheries. FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Circular No. 1106. Rome, 
FAO. 61 pp. 

Béné C., Frankenberger T., Nelson S. 2015. Design, Monitoring and Evaluation of Resilience Interventions: Conceptual 
and Empirical Considerations. IDS Working Paper no.459, 23 p. 

Mock, N., Béné C., Constas M. & Frankenberger T. 2015. Systems Analysis in the Context of Resilience. Resilience 
Measurement Technical Working Group. Technical Series Paper No. 6. Rome: Food Security Information 
Network: http://www.fsincop.net/fileadmin/user_upload/fsin/docs/resources/FSIN_TechnicalSeries_6.pdf 

Béné C., Waid J., et al. 2015 Impact of climate-related shocks and stresses on nutrition and food security in selected 
areas of rural Bangladesh. Dhaka, The World Food Programme, 119 p. 

Béné C., and Hussain N. 2014. Strategic review and reconceptualization of WFP’s Disaster Risk Management and 
resilience portfolio in Bangladesh and its linkages to the efforts of Government. World Food Programme & 
Institute of Development Studies, 58 p. 

Constas M., Frankenberger T.R., Hoddinott J., Mock N., Romano D., Béné C. and Maxwell D. 2014 A common 
analytical model for resilience measurement - causal framework and methodological options. Resilience 
Measurement Technical Working Group, FSiN Technical Series Paper No. 2, World Food Program and Food and 
Agriculture Organization, 52 p.  

Béné C., Cannon, T,. Gupte J., Metha L., and Tanner T. 2014.  Exploring the Potential and Limits of the Resilience 
Agenda in Rapidly Urbanising Contexts, Evidence report No.63, Policy Anticipation, Response and Evaluation, 
Institute of Development Studies, Brighton, 61 p. 

Béné C., Headey D., Haddad L. and von Grebmer K. 2013 Understanding resilience for food and nutrition security, In 
von Grebmer, et al.. 2013 Global Hunger Index: The Challenge of Hunger: Building Resilience to Achieve Food 



Chris Béné  CV  (updated: March 2025)    Page 14 of 16 

 

and Nutrition Security. Bonn, Washington, DC, and Dublin: Welthungerhilfe, International Food Policy Research 
Institute, and Concern Worldwide.  

Béné C. 2013. Towards a quantifiable measure of resilience. IDS working Paper 434, Brighton: Institute of 
Development Studies, 27p. 

Arthur R., Béné C., Leschen W. and D. Little 2013. Fisheries and aquaculture and their potential roles in development: 
an assessment of the current evidence. A report prepared for DFID by MRAG, IDS, and University of Sterling, 91 
p. http://r4d.dfid.gov.uk/pdf/outputs/fisheries/61091-Fisheries_and_Aqua_Evidence_Review.pdf 

Devereux, S., Roelen, K., Béné C. et al. 2013. Evaluating outside the box: An alternative framework for analysing social 
protection programmes, IDS Working Paper No.431 Brighton: Institute of Development Studies, 26 p. 

Béné C., Cannon T., Davies M., Newsham A., Tanner T. (2013) Social protection and climate change – a paper 
prepared for the OECD-DAC Task team on Social Protection, OECD Paris, 27 p. 

Ulrichs M., Béné C., and Newham A. 2012. Using the concept of ‘resilience’ to foster integration between social 
protection and climate change adaptation. A background paper prepared for the programme ‘Social Protection 
and Climate Change Adaptation: Convergence and Transformation’, IDS, Irish Aid, 32 p. 

Deshingkar P., Godfrey-Wood, R., and Béné C. 2012. Adaptive social protection and migration - the case of cash 
transfers in Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania and Malawi, final report prepared for UK-DFID, University of Sussex, 33 p. 

Béné, C., Godfrey-Wood, R., Newsham, A. and Davies, M. 2012. Resilience: New utopia or new tyranny? - Reflection 
about the potentials and limits of the concept of resilience in relation to vulnerability reduction programmes. 
IDS working Paper 405, Brighton: Institute of Development Studies, 61p. 

Béné, C., Devereux, S. and Sabates-Wheeler, R. 2012. Shocks and social protection in the Horn of Africa: analysis 
from the Productive Safety Net programme in Ethiopia. IDS Working Paper 395, Brighton: Institute of 
Development Studies, 120 p 

World Bank, 2011, Social Protection and Climate Resilience – Report from an international workshop (Addis Ababa 
14-17 March 2011), The World bank Washington, 68 p. (main author) 

van Zwieten, P., Béné, C., Kolding, J., Brummett, R., and Valbo - Jorgensen, J. (eds). 2011. Review of tropical reservoirs 
and their fisheries: the cases of Lake Nasser, Lake Volta and Indo-Gangetic Basin reservoirs. FAO Fisheries and 
Aquaculture Technical Paper No. 557, Rome, FAO, 152 p. 

Béné C. 2011. CAADP and Fisheries Policy in Africa: are we aiming for the right reform? Future Agriculture Consortium 
Policy Brief 040, Institute of Development Studies, 8 p. 

Béné C. 2011. ‘Policy research to better connect social protection and climate change adaptation: a good practice 
case study’. Background paper presented at the UNESCO workshop on “Policy research in designing, monitoring 
and evaluating social protection and cash transfers policies and mechanisms”, organised by the UNESCO Beirut 
office (27-29 June 2011). 

Newsham, A., Davies, M., and Béné C. 2011. Background paper prepared for the International workshop ‘Making 
Social Protection Work for Pro-Poor Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change Adaptation’ (14-17 March 2011, 
Addis Ababa). 

Béné C., Chijere A.D., Allison E.H., Snyder K. and Crissman C., 2010. ‘Guide book for the design of fishery modules as 
part of integrated household surveys in developing countries’. Document prepared for the Word Bank ‘Living 
Standards Measurement Study-Integrated Surveys on Agriculture’ project, 35 p + Annexes. 

Béné C., Kodio A., Lemoalle J., Mills D., Morand P., Ovie S., Sinaba F., and Tafida A., 2009. ‘Participatory diagnosis 
and adaptive management of small-scale fisheries in the Niger River Basin’ Project Number CP72 CPWF Project 
Report, The Challenge Program on Water and Food, 82 p. 

Béné C. 2008. ‘Global change in African fish trade: engine of development or threat to local food security?’ OECD 
Food, Agriculture and Fisheries Working Papers No.10, OECD publishing doi:10.1878/230215206300 

Garcia,S., Allison E.H, Andrew N., Béné C., Bianchi, G., de Graaf G., Kalikoski D., Mahon R., and Orensanz J.M. 2008. 
‘Towards integrated assessment and advice in small-scale fisheries: principles and processes’. FAO Fisheries and 
Aquaculture Technical Paper No.515 Food and Agriculture Organization, Rome, 84 p. 

Neiland, A.E. and C. Béné, (eds.) 2008. ‘Tropical river fisheries valuation: background papers to a global synthesis’. 
Studies and Reviews No.1836, The WorldFish Center, Penang, Malaysia, 290 p. 

Béné C., Brummett R., Bungubetshi G. and Gordon A. (2007) ‘Preliminary assessment of Lake Ntomba fisheries’. 
Assessment commissioned by the World Wide Fund for Nature, WorldFish Center Cairo Regional office for Africa, 
27 p. 

Béné C. 2007. ‘Diagnostic study of the Volta Basin fisheries Part 1 - overview of the Volta Basin fisheries resources’. 
Report commissioned by the Focal Basin Project - Volta. WorldFish Center Regional Offices for Africa and West 
Asia, and Challenge Programme on Food and Water, 31 p. 

Béné C. and A.J.M. Russell, 2007. ‘Diagnostic study of the Volta Basin fisheries Part 2 - Livelihoods and poverty 
analysis, current trends and projections’. Report commissioned by the Focal Basin Project - Volta. WorldFish 
Center Regional Offices for Africa and West Asia and Challenge Programme on Food and Water, 66 p. 



Chris Béné  CV  (updated: March 2025)    Page 15 of 16 

 

Béné C., Macfadyen G., and Allison E. 2007. ‘Increasing the contribution of small-scale fisheries to poverty alleviation 
and food security’. FAO Fisheries Technical Paper. No. 481. Food and Agriculture Organization, Rome, 125p. 

Béné C., Gordon A., Kambela B. and Samafu A. 2006.  ‘Analysis of the fishing activities on the rivers bordering the 
Salonga National Park, Democratic Republic of Congo, and recommendations about the establishment of 
collaborative management of the Park by the local communities and the ICCN’. WorldFish Center Regional 
Offices for Africa Cairo, and the WWF national offices in DRC, Kinshasa, 51 pages [document in French] 

Béné C. and Neiland A., 2006. ‘From participation to governance. A critical review of governance, co-management 
and participation in natural resources management’. Policy, Economics and Social Science Discussion Paper 
Series. WorldFish Center, Penang, Malaysia, 74 p. 

Béné, C. 2006. ‘Small-scale fisheries: assessing their contribution to rural livelihoods in developing countries’. FAO 
Fisheries Circular. No.1008. Food and Agriculture Organization, Rome, 46 p. 

Neiland A. and Béné C. 2006. ‘Tropical river fisheries valuation: a global synthesis and critical review’. International 
Water Management Institute and Comprehensive Assessment of Water Management in Agriculture – Research 
Report No.15 Colombo Sri Lanka, 45p. 

Bostock, T., Manning, Cunningham, S., Neiland, A.E., Bennett, E. and Béné, C. 2005. ‘Good Management Practice in 
Sustainable Fisheries’. A Series of fifteen Key-sheets prepared for the World Bank in co-operation with the 
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization 

Cowx I.G., Almeida O., Béné C., Brummett R., Bush S., Darwall W., Pittock J. and van Brakel M., 2004. ‘Session 2: 
review value of river fisheries’. In R.L. Welcomme & T. Petr, eds. Proceedings of the Second International 
Symposium on the Management of Large Rivers for Fisheries Volume 2. Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations & Mekong River Commission. FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, Bangkok. RAP 
Publication 2004/17. pp.1-20 

Neiland A. and Béné C. 2004. ‘Contribution of Fish Marketing to Livelihoods in the Countries of the Lake Chad Basin: 
Cameroon, Chad, Central African Republic, Niger and Nigeria, 2002-2004’. Final report. UK Department for 
International Development (DFID) and UN Food and Agriculture Organization: Sustainable Fisheries Livelihoods 
Programme (SFLP), 23 p. 

Béné C. 2004. ‘Contribution of small-scale fisheries to rural livelihoods in a water multi-use context -with a particular 
emphasis on the role of fishery as ‘last resort activity’ for the poor’. Background paper prepared for the 2nd 
Session of the Working Party on Small-Scale Fisheries, Bangkok 18-21 November 2003, FAO Fisheries Report 
No.735 Food and Agriculture Organization. 

Béné C. and Neiland A. 2003. ‘Valuing Africa’s inland fisheries: an overview of current methodologies with an 
emphasis on Livelihood Analysis’. NAGA, WorldFish Center Quarterly Vol. 26 No. 3 Jul-Sep 2003. 

Neiland A. and Béné C. 2003. ‘A review of fisheries management performance in Developing Countries with particular 
reference to issues of policy and governance’. Report prepared for the EU-ACP Fish II Programme Feasibility 
Study. Support Unit for International Fisheries & Aquatic Research (SIFAR) Department of Fisheries Food and 
Agriculture Organization, 76 p. + Annexes. 

Béné C. 2002. (with the collaboration of A. Neiland and P. Failler) ‘Major issues affecting the livelihoods of 
communities dependent on fisheries in West-Africa’. Background paper commissioned by the European 
Commission (DG-DEV) for the EC Working Group on Fisheries Development Issues, SFLP-FAO-EC, January 2002, 
12 p.  

Neiland A. and C. Béné (eds.) 2002. ‘Sustainable Development of African Continental Fisheries: A Regional Study of 
Policy Options and Policy Formation Mechanisms for the Lake Chad Basin’. Project final report, University of 
Portsmouth and European Commission, EU-INCO Project IC-18-CT98-0331. Final Report, 286 p. 

Neiland, A,. Béné C., Bostock, T., Jolley T., Lewins R., Wattage P., and D. Whitmarsh, 2002. ‘Design of a Research 
Programme on the Social and Economic Value of the aquatic resources of the Lower Mekong Basin’. Report 
prepared for the United Kingdom Department for International Development (DFID), CEMARE University of 
Portsmouth and Support unit for International Fisheries & Aquatic Research (SIFAR) Department of Fisheries, 
Food and Agriculture Organization, Rome, Italy, March 2002, 89 p. 

Béné C. and P. Moguedet, 1996. ‘Dynamic analysis of the crisis of the French Guyana shrimp fishery’. Report prepared 
for the French Ministry of Over-Seas Territories – Project CORDET N°93D001 (document in French), 66 p. 

Moguedet P., C. Béné and D. Nérini, 1995. ‘Study of the shrimp stocks of the Guyano-Brasilian shelf and analysis of 
the recruitment variability of the shrimp Penaeus subtilis’. European Union Report - FEDER N°900309004 
(document in French), 164 p. 

Béné C. and P. Moguedet, 1994. Technical consultation on sustainable fisheries development in the WECAFC area, a 
theoretical contribution: the French Guyana shrimp fishery. Caraballeda, Venezuela, 18-22 Oct. 1993, FAO 
Fisheries Report R 503. 

 



Chris Béné  CV  (updated: March 2025)    Page 16 of 16 

 

OTHER SKILLS AND EXPERIENCES 
 

Under-graduate Teaching (US) (1998-1999) 
 Principles of Resource Management (EE 374) 
 Environmental Policy & Socioeconomic Values (EE 302) 
 Directed Field Research (EE 491) 

Post-graduate teaching (UK) (2010-2014) 
 Lecturing and dissertation supervision in the IDS MA ‘Poverty and Inequity’  
 Lecturing in the IDS MA ‘Decentralized and Local Government’ 
 PhD Supervision 

Manuscript reviewer: Lancet, Nature Food, World Development, Global Food Security, Climate and 
Development, International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction, Ecological Economics, Global Environmental 
Change, Development Policy Review, Food Security, Journal of Development Studies, Human Ecology, Review 
of Development Economics, Environmental Science and Policy, Conservation and Society, Biological 
Conservation, Environmental Management, Fisheries Management and Ecology, Natural Resource 
Modelling, Journal of the Commons, International Journal of Sustainable Development and World Ecology, 
Journal of Ecology and Society, Maritime Studies, Development Southern Africa, African Journal of 
Agricultural Research, Natural Resource Forum, GeoForum. 

Languages: French (Native), English (Fluent), Spanish (Basic) 

 


